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Students voice dissent at tobacco forum
Concerns include enforcement,
campus safety, fairness

Those who spoke at the event, cosponsored
by Student Government and Healthy Carolina,
voiced similar concerns. Many did not support
the ban, and those who expressed support did not
think it could feasibly be enforced.
“I could be sitting in the back of this room
with my lip packed (with chewing tobacco) and a
cup,” third-year psychology student Peter Kahl
said. “I could dip very discreetly and not bother
anyone.”
Kahl also asked how students could expect the
blanket ban to be enforced if the current policy
was not easily enforced. Other students noted
that many of their peers smoked right outside of
classroom buildings and were not told to move or
put out their cigarettes.
SG t reasurer candidate Brandon W hite ,
while voicing support for the ban, questioned
enforcement, citing problems with suppressing
underage drinking on campus and drinking in

Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Students nearly filled the small section of the
Russell House Ballroom partitioned off for a
town hall–style forum on the Tobacco Free USC
policy, which would completely ban all forms of
tobacco from campus. Everything from cigarettes
and cigars to hookah and chewing tobacco would
be prohibited from all university grounds.
The panel — which consisted of a physician,
representatives from Campus Wellness, Healthy
Carolina Director Jessica Johnston and Capt. Eric
Grabski of USC’s Division of Law Enforcement
and Safety — focused largely on clarifying the
policy to students and emphasizing smoking and
tobacco-use cessation programs that would be
offered at little to no cost to students, faculty and
staff, according to Johnston.

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Jessica Johnston, the director of Healthy Carolina, speaks at the
forum on the benefits of the USC campus going tobacco-free.
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Law school
professor made
Mormon bishop
Luthy assumes position in
Camden at lifelong church
Hannah Jeffrey

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The scratches in the sorority house’s door closely resemble the letters on Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity’s coat of arms.

Phi Mu house vandalized Friday
Pi Kappa Alpha president issues apology,
no arrests made in ongoing case
Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Phi Mu sorority members and their house director
were woken early Friday morning to a group of men
pulling a screen off a window at the Phi Mu house in
the Greek Village, according to a police report from
USC’s Department of Law Enforcement and Safety.
Once the men were seen, they ran away. Shortly
after, the women heard scratching at the front door.
The men were then seen “scratching unknown
symbols, possibly their old fraternity letters,” into the
house’s front door, according to the report.
All in all, the men caused $550 worth of damage.
Witnesses told an officer they recognized the men
as “fraternity members who had been kicked out of the
house three years ago.” Three years ago, the house at

6 Fraternity Circle was occupied by Pi Kappa Alpha
fraternity.
The case remains open and no arrests have been
made, but when questioned about the incident, Pi
Kappa Alpha President Taft Havron immediately
issued an apology.
“The members involved in this incident acted with
blatant disregard for the fraternity’s values,” Havron
said. “When we have significant information, we will
punish those responsible with suspension and possible
expulsion. The brothers of Pi Kappa Alpha harbor no
negative feelings toward the sisters of Phi Mu.”
The scratches in the door closely resemble the
Greek letter “pi” and a partially completed Greek letter
“kappa” in the style of the letters on the fraternity’s
coat of arms.
Phi Mu, which colonized at USC in Fall 2009,
moved into its current house in 2010 after Pi Kappa
Alpha’s lease was not renewed. Some members of Pi

USC School of Law writing instructor
John Luthy has been called upon to serve as
a bishop for the Camden congregation of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Prior to being asked to become bishop
of what is more commonly known as the
Mormon Church , Luthy served for several
months on the church’s high council — a
panel of congregation members headed by
the state president, who acts as a leader over
multiple congregations.
As a member of the high council, Luthy
played a n i mpor t a nt role i n t he i n ner
workings of the church while serving under
those in higher positions. However, with
his new bishopdom, he will work with his
own panel of councilors to make larger
congregationwide decisions.
“The transition happens quickly, so I’ve
been functioning as the bishop for three
weeks now,” Luthy said.
The responsibilities of a bishop range from
organizing speakers for upcoming services
to managing leaders for youth groups.
According to Luthy, as bishop he will
also “play the role of a pastor in terms of
counseling marital issues or dealing with
youths struggling with the things that youth
LUTHY ● 2

Hey, readers!
Look out for your picks for Best
of Carolina tomorrow in a special
edition of The Daily Gamecock.
Full coverage in all sections will run
online only at dailygamecock.com.

PHI MU ● 3

Police crack down on Five Points violence
Two incidents in past
weekend spur changes
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Columbia police plan to ramp
up their presence in Five Points
following a pair of fights over the
weekend and an incident in which
shots were fi red, Chief Randy Scott
said.
“Five Points is ... an

Tuesday
61°

32°

Wednesday
59°

32°

enter t a i n ment a rea for t he
consumption of alcohol. That is
not a church,” Scott said. “Things
are going to happen in Five Points,
but we’re going to increase t he
manpower. We will not tolerate
violence.”
Details of the change aren’t set
yet, but Scott said it would come at
the cost of the city’s budget.
Both incidents occurred on the
same block of Harden Street near
Greene St reet, one each in t he

early hours of Saturday and Sunday
morning.
At about 2 a.m. Sunday, a police
officer on patrol saw between 15
and 20 men fighting on Harden
Street bet ween the Librar y and
Breaker’s bars and tried to break it
up, according to an incident report.
“As [the off icer] broke up one
fight, four more would start up,”
the report said.
Event u a l ly, t he men not iced
police had responded and began to

flee. No one stayed on scene, and
no one appeared to be injured.
As the suspects ran, the officer
h e a r d b e t w e e n e i g h t a n d 10
gunshots from “what appeared to
be a large caliber pistol” coming
from the Shell gas station at 819
H a rde n St . , ac c ord i n g t o t he
report.
The report states the officer saw
t wo black men, bot h dressed in
black, running from the gas station
VIOLENCE ● 3

Chili Cook-Off

An Imminent Peril

SEC Championships

The Historic Columbia
Foundation will host
the 15th annual event
at the State Fairgrounds Saturday.

Columnist Max Stolarczyk illustrates the
urgent need for the
revival of America’s
space program

USC’s swimming and
diving teams open
competition in College Station, Texas,
today.

See page 6

See page 5

See page 10
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In Brief.
Armed robbery turns
into police shoot-out

Sanford admits to
‘mistakes’ in first ad

A n a r me d r obb er y dow nt ow n Mo nd a y
afternoon led to a foot chase that ended with
police fi ring shots at the suspect.
A pair of officers shot Gregory Johnston, 46,
after he didn’t stop when ordered to and started
to reach for his pocket, Columbia police Chief
Randy Scott said. Both officers were safe but
shaken up, Scott said, and Johnston was in good
condition and stable Monday evening.
Johnston allegedly robbed the Dollar General
on Taylor Street of an undisclosed amount of
cash. He has a seven-page rap sheet and was
released from prison 17 days ago following a
2006 strong arm robbery charge, Scott said.
Johnston gave chase and ran to a dead end of
Laurel Street near Gervais Street.
The incident is being investigated by the State
Law Enforcement Division, Scott said, and
it initially drew a significant police response,
which blocked part of Gervais during rush hour.

In his fi rst campaign ad for his race for South
Carolina’s first congressional district, former Gov.
Mark Sanford is conceding that he’s made some
mistakes.
While touting his qualifications for the seat,
which he held in the 1990s before being elected
governor, he admits he has “experienced that
none of us go through life without mistakes,” and
“humbly” asks for the viewers’ vote.
Sanford faced scandal in his second gubernatorial
term, when he was revealed to be having an affair
with an Argentinian woman after going missing
for nearly a week.
Sanford is largely considered the front-runner
in an upcoming Republican primary that is packed
with 16 candidates. The Democratic primary is
considerably less crowded; the only two candidates
are Elizabeth Colbert-Busch, sister of comedian
Stephen Colbert , and former congressional aide
Ben Frasier, who ran as the district’s Democratic
nominee in 2010 and worked for Rep. L. Mendel
Rivers, who held the seat for nearly 30 years.

—Thad Moore, News Editor

—Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor

LUTHY ● Continued from 1
struggle with.”
Bishops are chosen based on revelation through
prayer, which is had by the state president.
According to Luthy, once a revelation is had, the
top leadership of the church worldwide approves
it, and the decision is made.
“We had gone to visit family over the holidays,
and when we got back to South Carolina, the

state president had called and asked me to bring
my wife and meet with him,” Luthy said. “So
on a Thursday evening, he asked me if I would
be willing to be the next bishop of the Camden
ward, and we were pretty happy to accept that.”
One of the aspects of the job Luthy is most
looking forward to is the chance to connect with
even more people in the congregation than he
had during his time on high council.
“We really love the people in our congregation,

New
& Used
Outdoor recreational gear

CARO
LINA 2012

and garments
Must call to reserve! 803-799-0999

208 Candi Lane Suite A (Near the Zoo)
Open Tues - Sun 10am - 6pm
See our special offers on The Daily Gamecock app
Check out our inventory at
www.getyourgearon.com Like us on

Keeping the Outdoors Affordable

ĂƌŽůŝŶĂĞĂƵƟĨƵů

“Celebrate Your Body” Week
ǀĞŶƚƐ&Ğď͘ϮϰͲϮϴ
ƐƵŶĚĂǇ͕ĨĞď͘Ϯϰ
ĞĂƵƟĨƵů>ĞŶŐƚŚƐ
ŝĨǇŽƵ͛ǀĞŐŽƚϴ͟ŽĨŚĂŝƌƚŽƐƉĂƌĞĂŶĚ
would like to donate it towards a wig for a cancer
ƉĂƟĞŶƚ͕ƚŚŝƐŝƐǇŽƵƌĞǀĞŶƚ͊ŵĂŝů
ĞĂƵƟĨƵů>ĞŶŐƚŚƐh^ΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵƚŽƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ͘

6 pm russell house
ballroom
the ĂƌŽůŝŶĂĞĂƵƟĨƵůŵĂŝŶĞǀĞŶƚ

Jenni Schaefer

Author, “Life Without ED”

tuesday, feb. 26
a ĨƌĞĞ͕ĨƌĂŶŬΘŝŶƐƉŝƌĂƟŽŶĂůdiscussion about
ŽǀĞƌĐŽŵŝŶŐĞĂƟŶŐĚŝƐŽƌĚĞƌƐĂŶĚůŽǀŝŶŐwho
you are

ǁĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕ĨĞď͘Ϯϳ
/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶƚĂďůĞŽŶ'ƌĞĞŶĞ^ƚ͘
>ĞĂƌŶƚŽůŽǀĞzKh͊
ϭϭĂ͘ŵ͘ͲϭƉ͘ŵ͘

thursday, feb. 28
Me, Myself, My Body
Changing Carolina Peers’ open forum
about body image, food &
ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ

5:30 pm
Honors Residence Hall B110
FREE Group X Classes at the Strom
zŽŐĂDŽŶĚĂǇ͕&Ğď͘Ϯϱ͕ϳ͗ϯϬƉ͘ŵ͘
ƵŵďĂtĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕&Ğď͘Ϯϳ͕ϱ͗ϯϬƉ͘ŵ͘

ĂƌŽůŝŶĂĞĂƵƟĨƵůŝƐĂĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶďĞƚǁĞĞŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐĂŵƉƵƐtĞůůŶĞƐƐ͕ĂƌŽůŝŶĂWƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶƐ͕ĂŵƉƵƐZĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂŶĚtŽŵĞŶ͛Ɛ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐĂƚƚŚĞ
hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇŽĨ^ŽƵƚŚĂƌŽůŝŶĂ͘sŝƐŝƚǁǁǁ͘ƐĂ͘ƐĐ͘ĞĚƵͬƐŚƐͬĐǁͬĐďƚŽůĞĂƌŶŵŽƌĞ͘

Burger King’s oﬃcial
Twitter hacked
Burger King’s official Twitter account was hacked
Monday morning, according to multiple news sources.
The hackers changed everything from the name of
the account to the background image to show BK’s fast
food competition, McDonald’s, and said it was bought
by McDonald’s because “the Whopper flopped.”
The tweets became increasingly graphic throughout
the nearly two hours before the feed was taken down at
about 1:15 p.m., according to reports.
Some of the tweets mentioned LulzSec, a subset of
the hacker group Anonymous, and others referenced
DFNCTSC (Defonic Team Screen Name Club), the
group that hacked Paris Hilton’s phone in 2005.
Both groups have reportedly denied responsibility,
multiple news outlets reported.
The actual McDonald’s account tweeted that it
empathized with Burger King and that it had nothing
to do with the hacking.
The account was reactivated by 5:30 p.m., according
the Chicago Tribune, and tweets from the hacking
were deleted by 9 p.m.
—Sydney Patterson, Managing Editor

and the chance to serve them and get to known
them at a whole new level has been exciting for
me,” he said. “It’s an overwhelming thought to
be asked to lead the congregation, but I’ve just
been excited to get the chance.”
Having worshiped at the same church for most
of his life, attaining this level of leadership is
personally significant to Luthy.
“I grew up in this church, and my dad was
state president and bishop,” he said. “He was
often at the church in the evenings, and that’s
what I’ll be doing now, too.”
Though Luthy and his wife were recently
looking into moving back to Utah, where their
children’s grandparents live, the family took this
momentous occasion as a sign to stay in South
Carolina.
“We’re happy to serve our church and USC; I
love my job here,” Luthy said. “Now we’re just
going to stay here, and Grandma and Grandpa
will have to come and visit.”
DG
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Crime Blotter
The blotter comes from police reports released by the USC Division of Law Enforcement
and Safety and doesn’t include crimes reported by city or county law enforcement.
— A Bates House resident punched
a telephone pole early on the morning
of Feb. 8 and had a bloody hand when
an officer responded to the incident.
When the officer noticed the student
smelled of beer and was slurring his
speech, he asked him for his driver’s
license. The officer discovered that
the identification the student had
provided was fake — the student’s
real age was 18, four years younger
than what the ID said — and the
student was cited for having a fake ID
and underage possession of alcohol.
— A student was discovered passed

out and smelling of alcohol on a couch
in the lobby of Capstone House in the
wee hours of Feb. 10. Officers tried to
wake him but could not. Emergency
med ic a l re sp onder s a r r ived a nd
woke the student up, who admitted
to drink ing at least six beers that
night. He was arrested for disorderly
conduct and underage possession of
alcohol.
— After a student was pulled over
for running a red light, a police officer
smelled a strong odor of marijuana
and noticed the student had red, glassy

Reports from Feb. 8 to Feb. 15
Disorderly conduct — 1
Fake/other ID use — 1
Larceny/theft from building — 5
Drugs/narcotics violations — 3

VIOLENCE ● Cont. from 1
through a parking lot
t h at c o n ne c t s w it h
Greene Street.
Police searched the
a rea but d id n’t f i nd
either man and didn’t
not ice a ny proper t y
damage or injuries as a
result of the gunshots.
“No one was hurt,
but we will not tolerate
it,” Scott said.
The brawl followed
a f ight i nside t he
Library early Saturday
morning, Scott said.
Initially, Five Points

Vandalism/destruction of property — 6
Alcohol/liquor law violation — 1
Larceny of bicycle — 2
Larceny/theft from vehicle — 1

was abuzz with rumors
that a gun was fired,
and that’s what police
were called for, but no
shots were fi red in that
incident, according to
police spokeswoman
Jennifer Timmons.
In that fight, a man
was k icked in t he
face and had a bottle
t h row n at h i s he ad
a r o u n d 2 :1 5 a . m . ,
according to a separate
i ncident repor t. He
suffered facial injuries.
A second victim was
held back by another
s u s p e c t , but p ol ic e

PHI MU ● Continued from 1
Kappa Alpha currently live in a house
off campus, but the fraternity does not
currently have any on-campus Greek
housing.
If identified and charged, the men

aren’t sure how many
people were involved
in the fight.
Across town at about
3 a . m . , f i ve p e ople
were shot at the T and
T Uptown Lounge on
3000 Colonial Drive ,
and Scott said police
were i nve st ig at i ng
possible links between
the three incidents.
“ We ’r e t h i n k i n g
t h at a l l t h i s m i g ht
have some k ind of a
connection, so we’re
st i l l i nvest igat i ng
that,” Scott said.
DG

could face charges of vandalism and
destruction of property.
Efforts to reach Phi Mu President
Mackenzie Caldwell were unsuccessful
Monday evening.
DG

eyes and a bag of what appeared to be
marijuana in his passenger seat. After
searching the car, the officer found
drug paraphernalia — including a
water pipe made out of a Gatorade
bottle — bottles of whiskey and wine
and multiple rounds of ammunition.
A Bate s Hou se re sident mentor
performed a health and safety check
on the student’s room and found no

weapons. The student stated he used
t he ammu nit ion for hu nt ing and
was cited for simple possession of
marijuana and underage possession
of alcohol.
Briefs don’t include every incident from
the last week, and suspects are presumed
innocent until proven guilty. Information
could change as investigations continue.
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White’s banner stolen
SG treasurer candidate
awaits police action
Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Student Government treasurer
c a n d i d a t e B r a n d o n W h i t e ’s
campaign banner was stolen from
its post on Greene Street Friday
night, according to the candidate.
White said he discovered it was
missing and noticed that all four
corners of the banner were still
attached to the ropes, which were
“tied pretty tight,” but the banner
itself appeared to have been cut
with scissors from the wall from
which it hung.
He f iled a police report
w it h U S C ’s D i v i s io n o f L a w
Enforcement and Safety Saturday
morning, but he hasn’t gotten any
leads so far.
“They told me t hat t here are
security cameras facing the area,

so when t hey rev iew t he tapes,
they may be able to track the thief
around campus,” White said.
White was in good spirits about
the incident and said he did not
think one of his opponents had
taken the banner.
“Hopefully it’s some kid who has it
hanging up in his dorm, reminding
him to vote for me on Tuesday
and Wednesday on V IP,” W hite
said. “I’d happily pose for a photo
in exchange for the banner back.”
The original banner set White back
about $212, but he said a Columbia
Kinko’s offered him a replacement
for half of the original price. He
also said he has already spoken to
the business about a partnership
with Student Government as part
of his campaign platform.
Ef forts to reach t he Div ision
of Law Enforcement and Safet y
Monday evening were unsuccessful.
DG

are you the

TOBACCO ● Cont. from 1
residence halls.
Members of the
panel discussed a “peer
en forcement ” s y stem
that could possibly spawn
a website t hat wou ld
allow students to report
people they see smoking
or ot her wise using
tobacco on campus.
A not her possibilit y is
p o l i c e e n f o r c e m e nt ;
of f ic er s c ou ld t ic k et
smokers and even refer
students to the Office of
Student Conduct.
G r a b s k i , h o w e v e r,
wanted to focus
on t he posit ives of
turning USC’s campus
tobacco-free.
“This isn’t an ‘us and
them’ thing. This is an
‘us’ thing,” Grabski said.
“ W hen you t h i n k of
the word ‘enforcement,’
you think, ‘There’s the
smoking police. They’re
wa it i ng a rou nd t he

corner to come get me.’
We don’t want that.”
Besides White, many
candidates for executive
SG posit ions, as well
a s c u r rent a nd pa st
members of SG attended
the forum. Presidential
candidate Chase Mizzell,
t reasu rer ca nd idate
Haley Guyton and vice
presidential candidates
Courtland Thomas and
Will Fortanbary all sat in
the audience along with
current St udent Body
President Kenny Tracy
and former Student Body
Vice President Em ily
Saleeby.
Despite st udent
skept ic ism , Joh n ston
said the current policy is
working, though results
are slow-coming. Since
the implementation of
the “25-foot rule,” which
states that smok ing is
proh ibited w it h i n 25
feet of a door way, the
percentage of students

who smoke has steadily
decreased, she said.
St udent s were a l so
conc er ned ab out t he
ban prohibiting tobacco
produc t s t hat do not
affect others. Chewing
tobacco and electronic
cigaret tes, wh ile st ill
cont a i n i ng ma ny of
t he sa me i ng red ient s
a s c ig a ret te s, do not
produce an easily
detected odor or
secondhand smoke but
would st ill be banned
u nd e r To b a c c o Fr e e
USC.
W hile no def initive
a nswers were g iven
a t M o n d a y ’s f o r u m ,
suggestions were made
by concerned students,
and panelists said they
would listen.
“Th is pol ic y is not
set,” Grabski said. “We
are ver y interested in
hearing your opinions
and your ideas.”
DG

BIGGEST
Gamecock Fan?
Prove it!
Post your photo to the
Gamecock Trademark and
Licensing Facebook page, if
you are the biggest fan, you
win $25!

facebook.com/
GamecockTrademarkLicensing
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The panel included a physician and members of Healthy Carolina and Campus Wellness.
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Student forum confirms
Tobacco Free USC flaws
Monday’s forum concerning Healthy
Carolina’s Tobacco Free USC initiative was
more highly attended than many similar
panels in the past, a change we’re delighted
to see. We also applaud those Student
Government candidates present and willing
to listen to
st udent opinion
“Like many
on a matter that
is obv iously a
expressed at
of many
the forum, this concern
and will affect the
ban should not entire campus.
Students voiced
be a priority.”
t heir collect ive
opposition to the implementation of the
infeasible initiative, which would ban all
forms of tobacco on campus, and we couldn’t
agree more.
Like many expressed at the forum, this ban
should not be a priority. Given recent crimes
close to campus, student safety should be.
If enforced, and Healthy Carolina has yet
to propose how it would be, the ban could
force USC law enforcement’s attention away
from violent crime and toward punishing its
own faculty and students, who pay to attend
this school and are capable of making their
own health decisions.
Ever y st udent who spoke expressed
opposition to the ban, and even those who
initially supported the proposal, including
current SG member and treasurer candidate
Brandon White, noted that while good in
theory, the ban is impossible to enforce and
impractical given the university’s resources.
Healthy Carolina, after asking audience
members how they would enforce the ban,
suggested a program that could enable
students to tattle on their peers online — a
laughable and unrealistic proposal. Would
students be expected to demand to see
tobacco users’ CarolinaCards in order to
properly identify them?
Tobacco Free USC isn’t a good idea. This
forum showed that students won’t stand for
a ban that is difficult to enforce and would
divert campus security from more pressing
issues.

Earth unprotected from asteroids
Near miss necessitates
rejuvenation of NASA
Space is briefly a hot topic again
after Earth’s brush with our most
recent celestial tourist of note, the
asteroid ominously named 2012
DA14 . In case you didn’t k now,
2012 DA14 breezed past the earth
at a distance far closer than we’re
com for t able w it h:
17,100 miles . W hile
that may seem worlds
a w a y, it ’s a c t u a l l y
w it h i n E a r t h’s
a r t if ic ia l satel l ite
f ield , me a n i n g t he
asteroid cou ld have
Max
k no c k e d out a f e w
Stolarczyk communicat ion and
First-year
weather satellites.
international
business student
It ’s a he a lt h y
asteroid too, coming
in at a solid 190,000 metric tons. To
put it in perspective, it’s roughly the
size of a five-story office building.
While it’s laughable compared to
t he size of Eart h, which seems
to be a knee-jerk comparison by
some, scientists estimate that 2012
DA14 would have left a crater the
size of Monaco after delivering a
blast 1,000 times more powerful
t han t he atom bomb detonated
over Hiroshima did . We dodged
t h i s one , t hough t he d ay w i l l
inevitably come when the movie
“Armageddon” becomes reality.
“A steroids are nature’s way of
asking: How’s that space program
com i ng along?” ast rophysicist ,
spokesperson and pop culture icon
Neil deGrasse Tyson said, and it
rings all too true with this weekend’s
buzz. It may be easy to dismiss our

encounter with 2012 DA14 as an
ultimately benign happening, but
let’s not forget t hat a meteorite
estimated to be within 16 to 33 feet
in diameter recently exploded over
central Russia, shattering windows
with its blast and injuring more
than 1,000 people. That meteorite
was relatively pint-sized, but what
are we going to do when a more
formidable meteorite or asteroid is
on a collision course with Earth?
Unfor t u nately for t he drama
ent husiasts among us, asteroids
cannot act ually be blow n up in
order to save the Earth like they are
in the movies. Rather, they must be
nudged ever so slightly to change
their trajectory. Right now, we have
no reliable or calculated means of
doing that.
Fortunately, there is a level of
preparation in the works, though
it’s slight. NASA has plans of a
future mission aptly named Dart ,
where they aim to fi re a probe at an
asteroid to see if it can be moved .
It’s not much, but it’s a step in the
right direction.
Hopef ully Friday’s encou nter
rem i nded some skept ic s of t he
ne ce s sit y of a spac e prog r a m.
A lt hough our countr y isn’t in a
position to be doling out money,
preparing ourselves from a literally
earth-shattering cataclysm might be
necessary.
I f s a v i n g t he w o r ld i s n’t
motivation enough, and cash flow
is, investing in a space program
has historically reaped economic
rewards with commercial products
t h at f o u n d t h e i r s t a r t i n t h e
laboratory, such as cordless power
tools and modern sneakers.

This past week alone, t wo
armed robberies have occurred
on campus and multiple gunshots
were reported in the Five Points
area. While no suspects have been
identified, police are attempting
to find a solution to this recurring
problem of armed violent crime in
the area. However,
u nt i l somet h i ng
concrete is done,
a sensat ion of
v ulnerabilit y
prevails, and
s t u d e n t s a r e n’t
able to feel safe
Kathryn
and secure in their
Duggan
environment.
Third-year
The best way
journalism
student
for students to deal
with this is to be as
aware of their surroundings as
possible. The expression that there
is safety in numbers is extremely
important to remember, especially
late at night when students are in
the Five Points area. Since it’s so
close to campus, many students
walk to and from downtown.
College st udents are already
considered easy victims because it
is assumed they have money and
are unsuspecting targets.
However, when traveling alone
there are precautions to help
ensure the safest experience.
Do not allow you rself to be
distracted. It is always good to
think in advance of the most
public route possible to reach
your destination. It may seem
easier to walk through campus,
but walking on the main roads
with constant traffic provides
more witnesses and potential aid
if you find yourself in a dangerous
situation. Also, if you are walking
on the sidewalk and see someone
approaching from a distance that
raises even a slight concern, cross
the street and walk on the other
side.
Realistically, not every situation
is preventable or avoidable, but
taking small precautions can help
to ensure safety.

Tools, skeletons suggest Caucasians indigenous
President’s claim on ‘Native Americans’
not supported by growing evidence
A few weeks ago, during an immigration-focused
speech in Las Vegas, President Barack Obama
made the assertion that “unless you were one of
the fi rst Americans, a Native American, you came
from some place else; somebody brought you.”
This sort of opinion is widely held and vehemently
defended by various tribal groups here in the states.
The truth is, this idea should be questioned, and
a new question should be asked: Were Caucasians
or Native Americans the first to arrive in the New
World?
Recently, evidence has been mounting of groups
that predated American Indian tribes. Theories of
Caucasians settling North American include the
Solutrean hypothesis and those regarding the Clovis
culture. The Solutrean theory, postulated by Dennis
Stanford of the Smithsonian Institution and Bruce
Bradley of the University of Exeter, hypothesizes
that Ice Age Europeans migrated to the Americas.

Much of the evidence for the theory is derived from
the findings of core-f lint tools, like those from
Europe, that for years were ignored.
Recently, similar tools were found in six locations
along the east coast, dating from 26,000 to 19,000
years ago, the same era they were used
in Europe and predating the American
I ndia ns by arou nd 10,0 0 0 years.
Additional evidence for this theory was
presented in the BBC documentary
“Stone Age Columbus.”
Consider a lso t he so-ca l led
Stevan
Kennewick Man found in Washington
Novakovic State in 1996 . Besides predat i ng
Fourth-year
Indians in that part of the U.S., a
international
Smithsonian article by James Chatters
business student
related that his feat ures appeared
caucasoid. The Ma haf f y Cache i n
Colorado unearthed Clovis-era tools with horse,
camel and sheep residue that dated to about 13,000
years ago — animals that had disappeared by the
arrival of the “Native Americans.” Other Clovis-era
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IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p ag e i s to s t i mu l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. All published
aut hor s a re e x p e c t ed to prov ide
logical arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to t he ed itor, g uest colu m ns a nd
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Let ters must
be 200 to 300 words in length and
include the author’s name, year in

sites are currently being researched, including the
Topper Dig here in South Carolina.
Perhaps the strongest evidence for pre-Indian
civilization in the U.S. comes from genetic testing.
The Windover people of Florida, whose DNA has
been found preserved in a peat bog, have apparently
no biological affiliation with the Florida Indian
groups. In addition, DNA testing of the Ichigua
people has found European lineage, too old to have
been mixed at Christopher Columbus’ arrival in
North America in the late 1400s.
Not surprisingly, the tribal peoples of the United
States are less than thrilled with these recent
discoveries. These hypotheses are inconvenient if
one wishes to purport that America was founded on
white settlers massacring poor natives, especially as
it appears that these original civilizations were wiped
out by the current tribes. While Native American
tribes were here before the pilgrims, perhaps
people should also consider that Caucasians were
probably here before them, and they too suffered the
repercussions of some “illegal immigration.”

school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
columns. Columnists should keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish at
all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock and
must conform to the legal standards
of USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
The Carolina Crush Climbing Competition in Monday’s
issue was incorrectly titled. The Make-A-Wish fundraising
was added for the first time this year in conjunction with the
fifth annual event. The Daily Gamecock regrets the errors.
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“The aroma of good chili should generate
rapture akin to a lover’s kiss.”
– Motto of the Chili Appreciation
Society International
Tuesday, February 19, 2013
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Chili cook-off to spice up Columbia

Courtesy of the Historic Columbia Foundation

Last year’s Heart Healthy and Best Vegetarian winners Amy Puzerewski (left) and Charlotte Hacker Mullen took home the grand prize for their Lean Mean Green Bean Chili.

Palladium Society to host
annual event Saturday
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Get ready to slice up those jalapeno
peppers, dice the onions and take a
spoonful of cayenne spice directly to
the snout. It’s time for a good oldfashioned chili cook-off.
The Palladium Society branch of

the Historic Columbia Foundation
will host its annual Chili Cook-Off
this Saturday, an all-you-can-eat-anddrink event honoring 15 years of fiery
fl avor at the Ellison Building on the
State Fairgrounds . This celebration
of all things chili invites Columbia
natives, restaurants and businesses
to craft their own creative, savory
recipes worthy of a hot bowl on a
cold February day. Up to 35 teams
pa r t ic ip at e i n t he yea rly e vent ,

drawing from a quiver of condiments
a nd u nex pec ted i ng red ient s i n a
whirlwind of aromatic amalgamations
guaranteed to wake up your taste buds
from their long winter nap. Past brews
have included everything from wild
boar to venison and hearty vegetables
to fl avors so spicy it’s like a cowboy
boot k ick st raight to t he mout h.
Your eyes may water and your nose
may tickle, but it’s all in the hopes of
taking home the chili crown.

“It’s generally cold in Februar y,
but you can never really predict the
weather in South Carolina,” laughs
C ol u m b i a H i s t o r ic Fo u nd at io n
Director of Marketing and
Communicat ions Carrie Phillips .
“This weather is the perfect time for
chili, and it’s always really exciting to
see what people can come up with.”
W hile fresh faces to t his year’s
CHILI ● 7

The Mix’s Oscar
Predictions

Sunday, February 24

Best Picture

Best Director
Steven Spielberg – “Lincoln”

“Argo”
OSCARS ● 8

Photos courtesy of MCT Campus
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CHILI ● Continued from 6
chili lineup include the newly opened
Charleston Cooks! specialty store in
the Cross Hill shopping center, past
matches have included local eateries
like El Bu rrito, highlight ing t he
wide range of culinary and cooking
expertise each team brings to the
sk illet. Compet itors arrive at t he
fairgrounds before the event’s 5 p.m.
kickoff toting their fully prepared
concoctions in a slew of slow cookers,
pans and boilers to turn up the heat in
an already famously hot city. Phillips
said as the event continues to grow
each year, she’s noticed one pattern in
almost each of the day’s contenders:
pride for their gutsy goulash.
“People come in with these giant
pots, and everyone is so proud of their
work,” she said. “Chili lends itself to
a great creativity in cooking, and it’s
great that we can provide a platform
for people to showcase their talents.”
After the opponents have set up
shop, the doors open up for every level
of chili connoisseur to make their
rounds. Hundreds of visitors spend
the early evening dipping into a thick
mishmash of softly muted seasonings
or punched-up soups that really pack
a wallop. Included in the crowd are
this year’s cook-off’s judges, including
local personalities like the Free Times’

Tug Baker and Eva Moore, WLTX’s
Andrea Mock and Tyler Ryan from
WACH Fox. Members of Columbia’s
own riotous Whiskey Tango Revue
are sure to add their special brand of
country spice to the cook-off with an
endless supply of rabble-rousing hits
as the day’s soundtrack .
Prizes are awarded to t he day’s
v ictors in a number of categories
based on the distinguished types of
chili and one overall winner to take
home the title of best chili. The one
tip Phillips has for aspiring con carne
chefs? Make sure it tastes good.
“This event brings in a great mix
of people,” she said. “It’s perfect for
anyone that loves chili, and there’s so
many different types to try everyone
can fi nd something they like.”
To c o m m e m o r a t e t h i s y e a r ’s
15t h an n iversar y, t he fou ndat ion
has decided to lower ticket prices,
annou ncing a new bill of $15 for
Palladium members, $20 for Historic
Columbia Foundation members and
$25 for the general public. Not a bad
price for all the chili and drinks you
can stomach. Tickets can be purchased
at HCFChili2013.eventbrite.com .
Proceeds from the event benefit the
Historic Columbia Foundation.
DG
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Courtesy of Historic Columbia Foundation

Palladium member John Sturm takes a bite of Three Amigos chili with Porter Kinard.

March

1

Deadline to nominate your
hero or a hero you know

NOMINATION DEADLINE

MARCH 1
If you know a
USC student, faculty or staff
member who stood up to help a
campus community member in
a manner that had a signiﬁcant
impact on that person’s life,
nominate them for a
Hero Award at
sa.sc.edu/shs/savip/hero
by March 1

Nominations are welcome from
students, faculty & staff.

March

27

4th Annual Hero Awards
Ceremony
Russell House ballroom
9 a.m.
Open to all students,
faculty & staff
Student Health Services
Sexual Assault and Violence
Intervention & Prevention
803-777-8248
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Best Actress

Best Supporting Actress

Jessica Chastain – “Zero Dark Thirty”

Anne Hathaway – “Les Miserables”

Best Actor

Best Supporting Actor

Daniel Day-Lewis – “Lincoln”

Tommy Lee Jones – “Lincoln”
Photos courtesy of MCT Campus

Volunteers Needed!
Farmers Market

Making Healthy Choices Simple

Volunteers needed to help coordinate the
HC Farmers Market held every Tuesday from
March 19th through April 23rd on Greene
Street outside the Russell House.
Call Sarah Hales at (803) 777-1650 or
bridges5@mailbox.sc.edu to sign-up!

Tuesday, February 19, 2013

EMPLOYMENT
BUSINESS EXPERIENCE
Fast paced downtown
Columbia medical practice
has openings for full time staff
to work in the front business
office. This is a perfect
opportunity for someone
graduating from college
in May or those who have
graduated that need business
experience prior to attending
graduate school.
Email resume with date you
could begin to: smccord@
physicianservicessc.com

EMPLOYMENT
Best Job on Campus! Be
a Carolina Caller! Flexible
Schedule, Work Nights and
Weekends, $7.5/hr, Tuition
Assistance, Apply Online
sc.thecallingcenter.com

9

OPPORTUNITIES
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE
NEC.Training Available.
800-965-6520 XT253

SERVICES

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days.
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise.
Accommodations on the
island at
your choice of 13 resorts.
Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE
TODAY
MYKOLA SUK PIANO RECITAL:
A PHILLIP G. GROSE
GUEST ARTIST
7:30 p.m., free
School of Music Recital Hall
813 Assembly St.
CAROLINA PRODUCTIONS:
POETRY NIGHT
8 p.m., free
Russell House
Bookstore Cafe

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

TOMORROW

Capricorn

CAROLINA PRODUCTIONS:
COMEDY COMPETITION
AUDITIONS
8 p.m., free with
CarolinaCard
Russell House Theater

Find a connection with
your family and grow.
Take your ideas public.
You get a blizzard of
calls. Be ready to answer
all the questions.

Fine-tune your image.
Take one step at a time.
Read all the new data.
However, of fer you r
opinion only if asked.
Don’t step on any toes.

Your ideas still have some
bugs to work out, but you
won’t know if you don’t
try. Take detailed notes.
A practical plan works
better than a gamble.

It’s not a good time for
wandering. Keep your
feet close to home and
your eyes on the prize.
Focus on making money
rather than on spending.
Exercise channels energy.

Something is missing.
Make t he necessar y
changes for ease.
Romance could interfere
with your deadline. It’s
possible to make time for
both, and cut expenses.

Tempers are short, so
c ho o s e you r b at t le s
wel l. Somet i mes it ’s
bet ter to let anot her
win. A female finds a
treasure. It’s mind over
matter now.

It’s official: Your power
i s i nt en se. Fo c u s on
career ways and means.
Repairs may keep you
busy. Just do what you
need to do and move on.
Follow your heart.

The rules stay the same
for a wh i le. Rev iew
practical arrangements
and get organized. Make
a spending plan, without
s p end i ng yet . You’re
surrounded by love.

You don’t have to carry
the load alone; someone
who loves you is willing
to help. Or you could take
it easy today. Bubbles,
good music and candles
are nice.

Listen to a loved one’s
considerations; they may
very well have a better
perspective on the issue
than you. When others
look good, you look
good. Don’t celebrate
just yet.

Don’t argue — it’s not
worth it. Regulations
cou ld i nter fere w it h
pla ns. Beg i n w it h
c om mo n a l it ie s , a nd
consider new avenues.
Don’t forget to laugh.

I nsecurit ies and fears
could get in the way of
your commitments. An
apolog y can go a long
way now. Love the people
you’re with, and walk in
their shoes. This feels
liberating.

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

TODAY
RICK MARSH AND THE BLUES SHAK JAMMERS
8 p.m., free
Utopia Food and Spirits,
3830A Rosewood Dr.

CICA CONCERT
7:30 p.m., free
School of Music Recital Hall
813 Assembly St.

Aquarius

02/19/13

Pisces

Doodle in class? Like to draw?
Email mix@dailygamecock.com
about creating our daily comic.

02/19/13

1 2 3 4

for 02/18/13

ACROSS
1 Word after boom
or Bean
5 Dickens’s Uriah
9 *Jake LaMotta,
e.g.
14 Aleve target
15 Fall birthstone
16 “All systems __”
17 *Mexican
neighbor of New
Mexico
19 Feature of “butte”
but not “but”
20 Like lava ﬂows
21 Austin-to-Dallas
dir.
23 British golfer
Poulter
24 *Skiers’ patron
28 NYC hub
31 Tolerate
32 2008-’09
Japanese prime
minister Taro __
33 Sans serif
typeface
35 Expansive
37 Ye __ Tea Shoppe
41 *Like Hammett’s
falcon
43 *Piece of advice
45 Information
storage unit
46 Choice word
48 __-wip: dessert
topping
49 Bear: Sp.
51 Brand for a 58Down
53 Follow-up ﬁlm:
Abbr.
54 *Labrador was
added to its
provincial name
in 2001
59 Pie __ mode
60 Sufﬁx for glob
61 Home builder’s
subcontractor
65 Get started
67 *Beijing dialect
70 Upright
71 “They’re __
again!”
72 Desert tableland
73 Greetings from
the answers to
starred clues
74 Lord’s partner
75 Tiny power source
DOWN
1 Filled tortilla
2 Cuatro times dos

3 Ace
4 Classic grape
sodas
5 Philly’s signature
sandwich
6 N.T. book after
Galatians
7 Seine contents
8 Backup strategy
9 Agricultural
cubists?
10 Yellow metal, in
Mexico
11 Seat of Greene
County, Ohio
12 Samantha of
“Doctor Dolittle”
13 Set of drinks for
the table
18 Lacking
capacity
22 “Cool!”
25 Umbilical
terminus
26 __ la la
27 Not a soul
28 Doorframe part
29 Start to unravel
30 Scot’s skirt
34 Dined on,
biblically
36 Witch’s
incantation
38 Old Ford models
39 “__ Dinah”: 1958
Frankie Avalon hit

Solutions from 02/15/13

40 La Salle of “ER”
42 Asian Olympics
city of 1988
44 Like some
patches
47 Blue
50 Squeaks and
creaks
52 Equivalence
54 Big wheel
55 2010 Supreme
Court appointee
Kagan
56 Staked
amount
57 Himalayan

country
58 Steadfast belief
(and parent of
each answer to a
starred clue?)
62 Acre’s 43,560
square units
63 Bygone U.S. gas
64 500 sheets
66 Octopus’s
defense
68 Inbound ﬂight
posting at 28Across
69 Joke around with
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Swimming opens SEC Championships
Courtesy of USC Athletics Media Relations

Junior Rachael Schaffer has been one of the biggest contributors to the improvement of the women’s team. She said the Gamecocks have momentum going into today’s meet.

Moody: Gamecocks focused on
improvement over last year’s ﬁnish
Nate Hammett

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A s t he Sout h Carol i na sw im m i ng a nd
diving teams prepare to compete in the SEC
Championships, which begin today in College
Station, Texas , head coach McGee Moody said
his team is focused on one thing: improving from
last year.
In the SEC Championships a year ago, both the
South Carolina men’s and women’s teams fi nished
eighth overall . Auburn won the men’s events
while Georgia won the women’s.
However, Moody noted t hat t hose teams
might not be the ones to give the Gamecocks the
toughest competition this year. He specifically
na med A laba ma, LSU, Kent uck y a nd SEC
newcomer Texas A&M as t he most diff icult
opponents.
“Those are the teams that we will be battling in
the fi nal days for our position,” he said.
According to Moody, the women’s side has

improved throughout the year. At the beginning
of the season, they struggled against top teams
like Florida and North Carolina, but as the season
progressed they regained confidence.
“They settled down second semester and got
into a groove,” he said. “They started competing,
a nd t hey st ar ted bel iev i ng a l it t le more i n
themselves. They’ve come a long way since the
fi rst meet.”
According to Moody, juniors Amanda Rutqvist
a nd R achael Scha f fer have cont r ibuted i n
particular to the team’s growth.
Schaf fer said t he team’s att it ude might be
its strongest asset as they head into the most
important meet of the season.
“We’ve got some really good momentum going
into the meet,” she said. “I think that in the fi rst
day if we have a lot of great swims, then I think
it’s just going to carry throughout the whole meet.
“T h is is t he most posit ive a nd t he most
confident that I’ve ever seen our team.”
Moody said the women’s squad always scores
more points at SEC Championships than anyone
expects. He believes several swimmers on the
men’s side are poised for a successful meet as well.

“Michael Flach is swimming better than I
probably have ever seen him swim before,” he
said.
Flach made a strong statement at the beginning
of the season when he took fi rst place in three
different events at South Carolina’s first meet .
Last year, he became the first Gamecock swimmer
since 1988 to make the fi nals at the U.S. Olympic
Trials.
Mo o d y a l s o me nt io ne d t he p r og r e s s i ve
improvement of freshman Marwan El Kamash
and junior Jay Warner, saying he expects both
competitors to have a strong meet.
While Moody thinks USC’s individual events
will carry the team at the SEC Championships,
he is confident South Carolina’s relay events could
put up big numbers in College Station.
“We have got a men’s 800 relay that has the
potential to crack the top three, which I don’t
think we have ever done that before at South
Carolina,” he said. “We are going to get out there,
we are going to race as hard as we can and see
what happens.”
DG

Men’s tennis to host UNC Wilmington
USC looks to build on
win against NC State
Tanner Abel

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

After a close victory against No.
34 N.C. State, the USC men’s tennis
team is anxious to get back on the
court when it faces No. 39 U NC
Wilmington . Wednesday’s match
will be the fi rst time the Gamecocks
have played since their pressure-filled
victory against the Wolfpack on Feb.
10.
Coach Josh Goffi wants his guys to
keep going from where they left off.
“The way we ended the last match is
the way we need to play every match,”
he said.
The Gamecocks fell behind early
af ter losing t he doubles point to
begin the match. They trailed 3-2
with t wo singles matches to play,
a nd sophomores A nd rew Ada ms
and Thiago Pinheiro each won in
three sets to seal the win for South
Carolina.
Sophomore Kyle Koch said the
Gamecocks believe they are a tough
team and can compete with anyone
now after the performance against
N.C. State.
“We came back from the brink of
defeat,” he said. “We really showed
our guts and our heart, so we can use
that momentum and hopefully carry
it through the Wilmington match.”
Goffi said going through a tough
match like N.C. State gives a team
confidence.
“Beating ... any ranked team badly,
5-2 or 6 -1, is always m islead i ng
because the scores are always a lot
closer in the individual matches,”
Goffi said. “That’s false confidence,

and as coaches we’re always a little bit
scared of that situation. This young
team needs to be in t hese closer
situations.”
The coach ex pect s each of h is
players to make contributions against
the Seahawks, but he’ll be looking
for performances from a few guys in
particular Wednesday.
“A ndrew Adams came up with a
good gut-check there against N.C.
State,” Goff i said. “That was big
for him getting back on the horse,
considering he’s been injured and in
and out of practice consistently. So
I’m anxious to see him get out there
again and just go to battle whether he
wins or loses. He needs to leave it all
out on the court.”
Goffi said he’s also looking to see
how Koch and Pinheiro play after
strong matches against the Wolfpack.
Koch tied his doubles match with
pa r t ner H a r r y Men z ie s , a nd he
dominated his singles match for a
two-set victory.
Koch sa id if t he W i l m i ng ton
contest goes similarly to t he one
against N.C. State, the Gamecocks
will be ready.
“The close win means we can really
trust our guys,” Koch said. “We will
fight until the last point of ever y
match.”
Goffi has noticed how home-court
advantage has helped the Gamecocks
this season. They’re 7-3 overall but 7-1
at home, which he said gives the team
confidence against the Seahawks.
“Home-court advantage is always
big. You get to k now t he l it t le
nuances of your own place ... And the
construction going on right behind
the court, that’s our added element,”
Goffi joked.
The coach said the last match is

a prime example of how his players
need to compete every day and strive
to get to that next level. He believes
that’s where they are in the season
right now.
“We are a tough team, and they

should believe it,” Goffi said. “If they
look at the records of the match, we’ve
gutted out a lot of wins. I think the
team is moving forward.”
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Sophomore Kyle Koch won in singles and tied in doubles in the Gamecocks’ 4-3
victory over N.C. State on Feb. 10. He said the match showed USC’s guts and heart.

